
AP Biology Summer Assignment

Welcome to AP Biology! The following pages will outline the summer assignments to be
completed before the first day of school. Below, you will find the materials you will be
required to purchase before the start of the school year and will need to be brought with
you the first day. While there are a lot of materials needed, the goal is to help you stay
organized, as well as to make this a more interactive class.

1. Three quad ruled composition notebooks. These notebooks are sturdy and will
stand up to repeated use. DO NOT USE A SPIRAL NOTEBOOK or one with perforated
paper -- these will fall apart! This will serve as our BILL (Biology Interactive
Learning Log) and our lab notebook, and will be used almost daily.

2. Pack of different colored highlighters
3. Tape or glue sticks
4. Pack of Post it divider tabs or sticky notes
5. Colored pencils or markers that will not bleed through paper
6. Blue/black/red pens and pencils
7. You will need to bring a device to class most days as well

Why a summer assignment??
❖ To keep your brain sharp! You will be expected to hit the ground running on the first

day of school, so you should spend some time during the summer getting ready.
❖ To introduce you to major concepts in AP Biology through non-classroom methods

of teaching.
❖ To help you earn three strong grades to start the year off right!
❖ To decrease the amount of new material that you will have to learn during the school

year.



Assignment #1: Introduction Letter

For your first summer assignment, I would like to know a little about who you are so I am
asking each of you to send me an email (khennessey@holynamehs.com) by August 1,
2022. I will reply so you will have an electronic record that your assignment was received.
Please make sure you get a response from me. Here is what I would like you to include
in your email:

Subject Line: AP Biology 22-23: Your Name
Body:

1. Your full name (and nickname if you have one)
2. Who was your last science teacher and what class was it?
3. What other science classes have you taken? Are you taking any other science classes

this year?
4. What do you like to do (hobbies, sports, music, interests, etc)?
5. Do you have a job or plan on getting a job next year? What kind?
6. What are your personal strengths when it comes to learning new material?
7. What causes you to struggle in a course?
8. What is the most effective way for you to prepare for a test?
9. Do you have a laptop or device you are able to bring to class on a daily basis?
10. How many AP classes have you taken so far? How many have you passed with a 3 or

higher?
11. How many AP classes are you taking this year? (please list)
12. What did you like most about your earlier biology class? Least?
13. What are you looking forward to the most in AP Biology?
14. What are you most anxious about in AP Biology?
15. Why are you taking AP Biology? What do you hope to accomplish or gain?
16. What questions do you have for me?

While there are no wrong answers, please be honest so I can figure out the best way to help
you next year. Also, please remember to use proper salutations, closing, phrasing, etc. when
writing your email.

mailto:khennessey@holynamehs.com


Assignment #2: BILL

This year, we will be creating a BILL in order to make this class more interactive. It will
serve as a study guide for each unit as well as the AP exam in May. These notebooks will be
used to solve practice problems, interpret graphs and diagrams, create graphic organizers,
write practice free response essays, and record other reinforcement activities.

What you need to do:
❏ Decorate the cover of your BILL with a collage that represents you!
❏ Cover the collage with clear packing tape. This will help reinforce the cover as well

as protect your pictures.
❏ Bring your decorated BILL with you on the first day of school!

Assignment #3: Class Sign Ups
Sign up for the following class communications by August 1, 2022.
❏ Remind -- send text to 81010; message @hnapbio22

❏ Google Classroom -- code 5yivuyn
❏ Collegeboard account -- We will do this on the day of orientation
❏ Mastering Biology account (online textbook) -- see separate handout for directions

❏ Access code: SSNAST - SPADA - SYNCH - ISSUE - NOBBY - GIBES



Assignment #4: Reading/Notes/Questions
(AKA the not as fun assignment)

For your final summer assignment, since we will be covering the entire textbook (divided
into 8 units), it is essential for you to review the basic biological and chemical principles
over the summer so we can begin learning on the first day of school. This assignment will
cover all of Unit 1 and the first chapter of Unit 2.

Your assignment will be due on the first day of school, and there will be a test covering
this material within the first week. The test will consist of multiple choice, short answer,
and essay questions.

For each of the chapters listed below, you will be required to take notes (notes should be
typed or neatly written – you may not share notes with other students). You will also need
to answer the concept checks (one for each section) and the chapter review, which
includes all parts of “Test Your Understanding” (except where noted below).

For the concept check questions, please type/neatly write your answer using complete
sentences. For multiple choice answers, include your letter choice as well as the answer.
The extended response answers in the chapter review need to be in complete sentences.
While the answers are provided in the back of the book, it is to your benefit to use this as a
resource and check your work only after you have completed a section/chapter.

Ch. 1 – Introduction: Evolution and the Foundations of Biology (pg. 2-20) [you do not need
to answer #8 on pg. 20]
Ch. 2 – The Chemical Context of Life (pg. 22-43) [you do not need to answer #13 on pg. 43]
Ch. 3 – Carbon and the Molecular Diversity of Life (pg. 44-73) [you do not need to answer
#14 on pg. 73]

Ch. 4 – A Tour of the Cell (pg. 74-103) [you do not need to answer #9 on pg. 103]

When completing this assignment, be sure to label each section (“notes”, “concept checks”,
“chapter review”). Keep each chapter separate and properly labeled.

I will be assigning reviews on Mastering Biology starting in August, so be sure
to log in and check it out!


