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Senior AP Summer Reading List
Before the year starts, students taking AP English Literature & Composition (141) will be required to
read the following three (3) works of literature:

Required Books:

The Red Bandanna - Tom Rinaldi

One Sunday morning before church, when Welles Crowther was a young boy, his father gave him a red
handkerchief for his back pocket. Welles kept it with him that day, and just about every day to come; it
became a fixture and his signature.

Fresh from college, Welles took a Wall Street job on the 104th floor of the South Tower of the World
Trade Center. When the Twin Towers fell, Welles’s parents had no idea what happened to him. In the
unbearable days that followed, they came to accept that he would never come home. Eight months after
the attacks, Welles’s mother read a news account from several survivors, badly hurt on the 78th floor of
the South Tower. They had been led to safety by a stranger, carrying a woman on his back, down nearly
twenty flights of stairs. The survivors didn’t know his name, but despite the smoke and panic, one of
them remembered a single detail clearly: the man was wearing a red bandanna.

How to Read Literature Like a Professor - Thomas C. Foster

This is a nonfiction literary guide that aims to assist readers and students in their engagement with
literature. The book identifies certain literary conventions that guide literature; knowledge of and
familiarity with these conventions would enable a beginner reader to become a professional one, and
read literature as professors do.

The Kite Runner - Khaled Hosseini

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of an unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of
his father’s servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the process
of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, the possibility of redemption
and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies.


