
HONORS SOPHOMORE SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
 
DIRECTIONS: The following questions are to be typed in MLA format (heading, header, spacing, font, title, 
margins) and handed in on the first day of class. Each answer should be in paragraph form (a minimum of five 
sentences). Be sure to follow all MLA writing rules (no you’s, no contractions, etc). Please refer to your HN 
Writing Handbook. 
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1. Imagine a world where you are required to have limited words, thoughts and ideas.  From hugging and hairstyles 
to music and words, everything costs money.  This seems unrealistic, yet author George S. Katsoulis makes it seem 
perfectly plausible in his debut novel. Using examples from the text, explain how both money and greed were able to 
make Speth’s society realistic.   
 
2. Speth’s name was chosen from a list of discounted girls’ names.  Imagine having a name that determines your 
socioeconomic status.  Upon hearing your name, other people are able to immediately judge you and/or draw 
conclusions about you and your life. Explain how this would make you feel and how you would deal with this issue. 
Describe how Speth deals with this issue.   
 
3. An article in Newsweek states that “we place kids in schools together with hundreds of other kids from similar 
backgrounds. We group them all within a year or two of age, equip them with similar gadgets and expose them to the 
same ideas…[yet] we are surprised they have difficultly establishing a sense of their own individuality” (Bronson 
and Merryman). How can you accurately express yourself when your individuality is limited? Explain how Speth is 
able to overcome challenges and obstacles in an attempt to become a leader?  Is she successful?  

The Sun is Also a Star              
 
1. After he tells Natasha to wait outside his father’s store, Daniel talks about how every person should be born with 
“a Do-Over, a Rain Check, a Take-Backsie, a Get-Out-Of-Jail-Free Card.” Do you wish the same thing, or do you 
think every moment, even the bad ones, happen for a reason? Explain.  
 
2. Many people deny that stories about characters and events that are not real can teach us about ourselves and the 
world around us. They claim that literature does not offer us worthwhile information about the real world.  These 
people argue that the feelings and ideas we gain from books and stories obstruct, rather than contribute to, clear 
thought.  - Adapted from Jennifer L. McMahon, “The Function of Fiction”  
 
Can books and stories about characters and events that are not real teach us anything useful? Use specific examples 
from The Sun is Also a Star to support your position.    
 
3. There are countless reasons immigrants come to the United States, and this novel relies heavily on the immigrant 
experience in America through the lives of Daniel, Charlie and Natasha.  Do you think Natasha’s father is entirely 
wrong in his approach to life? Can you find some redemption in his poor decisions?  Do you think Natasha’s family 
should be allowed to stay in the United States of America? What role does Daniel’s father play in the development 
of the story? 


